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ABSTRACT

This study investigated socio-economic factors that inhibit children access to secondary education particularly in Monduli District. In this study, there were three objectives namely: to explore the existing socio-economic activities in Monduli District, to examine the influence of the existing socio-economic factors on children access to education and to establish management model that can promote children access to education in pastoralist’s societies. To attain these objectives, mixed methods research design was employed whereby qualitative and quantitative research approaches were the major means of data collection and analyses. The data for this study was collected through documentary review, questionnaires and interviews. The sample of this study comprised of 50 respondents that specifically comprised: students (N=30), parents (N=14), teachers (N= 5), and District Educational Officers (N= 1). It was learned that pastoralists prohibit children from schooling as they depend them in grazing their cattle. It was also found out that the Maasai culture and traditions devaluate education because they don’t see the value of sending their children to school. It can be concluded that, the findings establish the effective management model to children access to education that emphasizes on the need of educating parents on the importance of socio - economic returns of education to households and society in general. It is recommended that the government should enact laws against those parents who fail to send their children to school for any reason. Also, there should be in place supportive policies for those who fail to send their children to school because of lacking of school fees and other contributions especially in the pastoralists’ society.
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1.1 Background to the Problem
Education is a primary need in this era of globalization. Education not only gives insight, but also grooms the personality, inculcates moral values, add knowledge and gives skills. Education is necessary owing to the atmosphere of competition in the world market. In every field highly qualified people are needed. As Battle and Lewis (2002) state: due to technological revolution it is only through education that can help a person to survive. Education is very vital in the human existence because the society and education are interrelated and inter-dependent. This can also be seen in the nature and development of a child born in a given society. It is through education especially secondary education a person can be able to be independent. It is the most basic formal education and is valued very highly for preparing learners for the world of work, scientific and technical application of knowledge and life skills. 
Getting education and other services needed for the survival of an individual, is one of the core things insisted by the UNICEF (UNICEF, 2014). Human rights are those rights which are essential to live as human beings – basic standards without which people cannot survive and develop in dignity. Human rights are inherent to the human person, inalienable and universal. In the declaration of human rights, article 261 it stipulates that  everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. In section 2, parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children. 
As it was stated in the six, international agreement that aimed at meeting learning needs for all children and youth and adults by 2015. The EFA goals have spelled out that, by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to, and complete, free and compulsory primary education of good quality (UNESCO, 2015). As stated by the united Nations development programme (i.e., UNDP, 2014), that ninety per cent of children in developing regions now enjoy primary education, and disparities between boys and girls in enrolment have narrowed. But the fact is that, despite impressive strides forward at the start of the decade, progress in reducing the number of children out of school has slackened considerably. High dropout rates remain a major impediment to universal primary education. An estimated 50 per cent of out-of-school children of primary school age live in conflict-affected area.
	

Figure 1.1: Adjusted Net Enrolment Rate for Primary Education (2000 and 2012 Percentage)
Source: The Millennium Development Goals Report 2014 (​http:​/​​/​www.undp.org​/​content​/​undp​/​en​/​home​/​librarypage​/​mdg​/​the-millennium-development-goals-report-2014.html​)

From the figure above, half of the 58 million out-of school children of primary school age live in conflict-affected areas. Also, more than one in four children in developing regions entering primary school is likely to drop out. It is also indicated that 781 million adults and 126 million youth worldwide lack basic literacy skills, and more than 60 per cent of them are women. The report by Galabawa (2001) on reaching all-sustaining effective policy and practice for education in Africa, have shown out that, as the second millennium development goal, the achievement of UPE, Tanzania is part and parcel of the collective national philosophy. In this regard, in 1996, the Education Sector Development programme was initiated in order to enable the implementation of a holistic and integrated Sector-Wide Approach Programme (SWAP) to education development. 

Its overarching objectives include improving the quality of education, expanding enrolment and improving equity and efficiency in education management and provision. As a result of this, the Primary development programme (PEDP) whose one of aims was to increase enrolment by abolishing school fees and thus introduced Capitation Grants for buying books and food for students. This enhanced the mass enrolment in primary schools. Consequently, the government initiated the Secondary Education Development Programme (URT, 2010) so as to cope with the increased leavers  from primary education. However, the main problem has been in secondary schools where by parents need to pay school fees, as a result of this, most parents have been failing to afford this level of education due to poor socio-economic status, for example, paying various contributions, buying school uniforms and text books. 
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The promotion of children access to education is mandatory for every nation worldwide. It is one of the MDGs and EFA. Secondary education is highly determined by the number of factors. In Monduli area for instance, factors like availability of schools have been a common factor used to determine students’ access to secondary education. According to URT (2010), one of the strategies is to ensure accessibility of schools that is why the presence of secondary schools in each ward has minimized the absence of secondary schools. Moreover, the emphasis was pressed to insist the reduction of cost of education by reducing the amount of school fees (URT, 2010). But the fact is that, regardless  the fact that, secondary education is provided by low school fees in ward secondary school in Tanzania, in actual sense this type of education is not provided for free due to the presence of various contributions  present in Tanzania education system. 

The responsibility of training a child has been always  in the hand of the parents regardless their  economic status. It is not out of place to imagine that parental socio–economic background can have possible effects on the children access to school. It is the  fact that many children are now excluded from an education because of poverty. Challenges to making sure all children receive education are many, some of them being costs associated with education like school uniforms, personal text books; child labour, need to work or help out parents at home. For example, children have been looking after ill family members, and helping out on market days. Also, regardless the fact that secondary schools are nowadays available in almost every ward, so as to enhance students’ access to education, still there are other factors that hinders its accessibility. One of them is family socio-economic background. Therefore, this study aimed to investigate how socio-economic factors of pastoralists affect students’ access to secondary education particularly in Monduli District. 
1.3 Purpose of the Study 
This study seeks to investigate the socio-economic factors that inhibit children access to secondary education.
1.4 Specific Research Objectives
i.	To identify the existing socio-economic activities in Monduli District
ii.	To examine the influence of the existing socio-economic factors on children’s access to education.
iii.	To identify management model that can promote children access to education in pastoralist’s societies 
1.5 Research Questions
i.	What are the socio-economic activities found in Monduli District?
ii.	How do the existing socio-economic factors influence children access to education?
iii.	What is the management model that can promote students’ access to education in pastoralist societies?
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study focused only on residents of Monduli area in which we thought that, there is a problem related to children’s access to secondary education. Therefore, the findings from this study cannot be generalised to all areas in Tanzania because the life style of people in Monduli area is not necessary the same when compared to other  parts of Tanzania. Another reason is that, the respondents of this study are not necessarily the same as respondents from other parts of Tanzania and that is why this study suits pastoral communities which need to change their life styles of having many wives and children. As far as Monduli district is concerned this study concentrated on investigating various activities found in Monduli that enable parents to get their income and how those activities influence their willingness to send their children to school.
1.7 Significance of the Study
It is expected that this study will be of great value to the community, parents, educational stakeholders as well as the government in a number of ways:

	It is expected that the findings and recommendations from this study will arouse the interest of the community members to offer their full support to those families that are unable to pay for the school expenses. This is communities who participated in this study live in difficult life and in this case community members through their leadership will be able to make identification of households which need help.
	Recommendation from this study are expected to enlighten parents in the sense that, they will be able to work hard so as to be able to take care of their families. 
	This study is expecting to stimulate the interest of educational stakeholders like NGOs to support families that are unable to incur various costs of education. 
	It is expected that recommendation from this study will make the government aware with all matters concerning the cost of education by reducing the cost of education to those families that are unable to pay for the costs of education.
1.8 Study Limitations
The following drawbacks occurred during this study:

1.8.1 Poor Cooperation from Respondents
The process of investigating the parents’ socio-economic status created a conflict between a researcher and respondents because most of respondents when asked questions that demanded them to explain their personal life, they tended to hide some information and saw a researcher as somebody who was spying their life. In this case, researcher assured them of confidentiality of information which the researcher had to be furnished.
1.8.2 Language Barrier
The researcher faced the problem of language barrier since majority of respondents were using their local language as the main medium of communication. To overcome this, the researcher decided to hire an interpreter.
1.9 Definition of Key Terms
In this study, there are common terms that in most cases will be used. These are socio-economic factors, inhibit, access and secondary education. Their operational definitions are as follows:
Socio-economic Factors- these are factors that are related to income, such as per-capital income, level of education and occupation.
Inhibit – means the art of prohibiting.
Access–means the ability, right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or use.













Figure 1.2  Socio-economic Factors that Inhibit Children Access to Secondary School
Source: Researcher’s Insight (2014)
From the above figure, the independent variable is the socio-economic factors. These are issues like economic status of parents which can be influenced by their level of education, and opportunity to participate into economic activities. The dependent variable is the access to secondary education. Children attendance and continuing to learn in schools depends on the socio-economic factors such as ability of parents to pay for their school fees and other school contributions. Thus, when parents are able to pay for the schooling of their children, it is believed that parents have no reasons to hesitate from sending their children to secondary school. And, the vice versa is that, when socio-economic status of parents is poor, for instance, when parents are unable to pay for the schooling of their children, it is likely that children access to secondary school would be at risk/denied. Moderating variable in this study is environment in the sense that when the socio-economic environment is conducive for parents to be involved in various social activities such as socio-interaction with others and economic activities (e.g., agriculture, doing business) can determine their desire to send their children at school.

1.11 Organizational of the Research Report




2. 1 an Overview of the Chapter
This chapter reviews the existing literature on the relationship between family socio-economic status and children accessibility to secondary education. This chapter provides empirical findings on what others have done pertaining to the subject and theoretical aspect that reviews various theories relating to the study and finally, the conclusion which shows the lessons learned from the literature review.

2.2 Socio-Economic Factors and Access to Education
Normally, human beings engage in different occupations according to their skills, professional, environment, beliefs and culture. The parents’ occupation can be divided into those who are employed by the government and those employed in private sector. Most of employed ones have professions and higher education, their income depend on the level of education skills, knowledge and the position. This was added by Reche (1982) who also found out that children from parents who are employed are free from the risk of dropping out of schools because they have ability to give their children all school requirements. Furthermore, Nkoma (1979) maintained that persistence of truancy and school dropout in any given area depends upon the degree to which that area had been developed and people’s general level of education including students themselves as well as parents. Parents’ education has an influence on the knowledge on how to do various businesses in the sense those children from the business class with big capital such as those who own big companies, shops, and have the advantages of attending in schools and having good education, because they have ability to meet all school requirements. On the other hand, those who are with low capital even their incomes are low. They cannot sufficiently provide basic needs for their children, this leads students into engaging in economic activities such petty business and wages supplement their family income which results into poor attendance at school and finally dropping out of school (Nkoma, 1979). Moreover, Kuleana (2002) found out that most of the parents from small scale traders in Mwanza have their  children dropping out the school and get involved in small activities like selling water ice cream, juice and bananas, and that the authority enacted law to make sure that, parents send their children to school. Rumberger (2005) explains that “USA National Record Card in 2005 shows that family’s occupation, and society activities, contribute to secondary school students dropping out. In the USA 32 % of dropouts come from lower income families. The lower income is attributed to parental occupations in the society.

2.3 Parents’ Level of Education and Students Access to Education
Parents are the most immediate relation of a child. Their education status has an important influence on the personality of a child. Educated parents can better understand the educational needs and their children’s aptitudes. They can help their children in their early education which affects their proficiency in their relative area of knowledge (Aznar et al., 2013).
Belonging to strong financial background, parents can provide latest technologies and facilities in a best possible way to enhance educational capability of their children. Parental education and socio-economic factors are of vital importance in effecting students’ access to education. They are like backbone in providing financial and mental confidence to students (Azhar et al., ibid). Explicit difference can be observed between those students who belong to different financial status and different parental educational level. This can be evidenced by the research done by Azhar et al (2013) who stated that relation of parents’ education to their children’s academic performances rests upon quite specific beliefs and behaviour. 
Parents’ educational qualification is linked with their language competence, which has a significant influence in manner in which parents communicate with their children. However, in the current study the major assumption is that skills and abilities that most of parents possess are likely to be transferred to their children. Parents’ involvement in education of a child has been documented by many scholars because it is something that enables a particular child to progress in a right way. The study done by Child Trend Organisation (2013) on parental involvement in school has shown out that, students with parents who are involved in their schooling tend to have fewer behavioural problems and have better academic performance, and are more likely to complete high schools than students whose parents are not involved in their schooling. 
The fact is that, when parents get involved in academic affairs it allows them to monitor schools and classroom activities, and to coordinate their efforts with teachers to encourage acceptable classroom behaviour and ensure that the children complete their schoolwork. Majority of research on the way in which parental education shapes child outcomes have been conducted through cross-sectional correlational analyses or short-term longitudinal designs in which parents and children are tracked through the child’s adolescent years (Dubow et al., 2009). Parental educational level is an important predictor of children’s educational and behavioural outcomes (Azhar et al., 2013).

2.4 The Influence of Number of Children on Student Access to Education
Nowadays, most of families have adopted the family planning so as to make sure that a particular household has ability to fulfil the needs of their children including education. This is due to the fact that education is positively associated with human capital as it helps to alleviate poverty by increasing literacy and preparing students for jobs with better salaries (Baker & Coley, 2013). Family planning is widely recognized as one of the most cost-effective health interventions. Decades of research have demonstrated that modest investments in family planning can save lives and dramatically improve maternal and child health. 

There is a growing push in the development community to reprioritize family planning because of the cross-cutting role it plays in achieving broader development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and poverty reduction. This can be witnessed by the research done by Gribble and Graf (2010) on how the family Planning Improves the Economic Well-Being of Families and Communities in Bangladesh. They came to conclude that although it seems intuitive that helping women avoid unwanted pregnancies would improve their economic well-being, research results from Bangladesh demonstrate that, in addition to contributing to better health, family planning is an essential component of sustainable development and poverty alleviation.
2.5 Parents Income on Students Access to Education
Garzon (2005) suggested that social economic status plays an important role in the academic achievements of students. The students with high level of socioeconomic status perform better than the middle class students and the middle class students perform better than the students with low level of socioeconomic status. Parents who are well-off are likely to incur the costs of education for their children. The research done by Hanes (2008)  on the factors affecting students’ academic performances and came up with the results that “the higher level of socioeconomic status (SES) is the best indicator towards the quality of students achievement because across all socio-economic groups, parents, face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children. For families in poverty, these challenges can be formidable. Sometimes, when basic necessities are lacking, parents must place top priority on housing, food, clothing and health care. 

Research done by Malekela, (1986) on Socio-Economic Status (SES) Origins: the case of Tanzania Secondary School Students, he found out that, the more schooling the parents have, the more likely it is that their children will be selected. Similarly with occupations, students whose parents are employed to the modern sector have a greater chance of being selected than those whose parents are still in the traditional sector. Much has been said about socio-economic status of parents in various areas, but little or nothing has been said about how socio-economic status that hinders children access to secondary education in Monduli area. For this reason, this study sought to find out how socioeconomic status of parents in Monduli area inhibits children access to secondary education.
2.6 Management Model for Effective Students’ Access to Education
There is a number of literatures which indicate that efforts to enhance access and participation in education is thwarted by multifarious and intertwined factors including the school based variables. The study done by Orodho (2013) in Kenya found out that, Kenyan Government introduced Free Primary Education (FPE) and with it, an extra 1.3 million children enrolled in public schools, raising the figure from 5.9 million children in 2002 to 7.2 million in 2003 and 8.6 million in 2010. Despite this increase, statistics available at the Ministry of Education indicate that more than one million children are still out of school in Kenya. This is attributed to various socio-economic and cultural factors that are yet to be tackled. In Tanzania, there are various strategies to promote children access to education, especially in primary education. 

These among others are the introduction of Capitation Grant in Primary schools. The grant’s objectives in particular, were meant to finance the purchase of textbooks and other teaching and learning materials, as well as to fund repairs, administration materials, and examination expenses. Moreover, the introduction of PEDP with the aims of enhancing students access to education through abolition of school fee, introduction of capitation grant, and equity led to the mass enrolment in primary school as most of obstacles were minimized, this mass enrolment resulted into access pressure in secondary education. Besides, various scholars have suggested various strategies so as to increase access to education. For example, Komba (2009) suggested that access to education can be enhanced by open and distance learning. In his findings, he came to conclude that distance education is an approach that takes education to the many learners who are separated, by time and space, from those who are teaching. It is a mode that has a high potential for transcending barriers that are caused by distance, time, and age, thus facilitating lifelong learning. Through distance education the learner enjoys a high degree of autonomy in deciding what when and how to learn. Today, distance education programs are able to make full use of information and communication technology through the application of a wide range of media: print, audio-visual, CD-ROM, computers and the Internet. Open learning is a much wider concept than distance education but it is much more expensive and difficult to implement. It encompasses all forms of education and training, and can take place within multiple modes. 

Moreover, the study by REPOA, (2007), on Tanzanian Non-Governmental Organisations, their perceptions of their relationships with the government of Tanzania and donors, and their role in poverty reduction and development, have indicated that they GOT is now more inclined to see NGOs as partners in poverty reduction, and to recognise the value of public input. A further positive note is that more NGOs are needed so as to provide assistances like education to various rural areas. 
2.7 Research Gap




























This chapter presents the methods which were used in the study that aimed at fulfilling the research objectives. It includes sources of data, collection methods, sampling procedures and sample size; other things are research design, data analysis and data interpretation. 
3.2 Research Design 
This study employed the descriptive design so as to assess the influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli District. The principal aim of employing descriptive design is to describe the nature of the research problem as it exists at the time of the study. Moreover, to explore the causes of particular phenomena (i.e., the influence the socio-economic activities on children access to education) (Travers, 1978). Specifically, this study employed mixed methods approach whereby qualitative and quantitative research approach were the basis for data collection and analyses. 
3.3 Area of the Study 
According to the population and housing census (2012), the population of Monduli District stood at 31,903 households comprising of 69,498 males and 77,746 females. Currently the District projected population is 146,244 where by the council has 8,383 secondary school pupils by this year. Population growth rate in a district is 1.7 per annum. Ethnic groups are Maasai, Chagga, Wameru, Warangi, Wasandawe, Wambulu and Wapare. Monduli District  is also known as the Maasai land is situated  about 46 km from the Regional Administrative Headquarters. It is one of the seven Districts in the Region, other are Longido, Arusha municipality, Arusha rural district, Karatu district, Ngorongoro district and Meru district. Monduli district lies between 4o to 4.3oS Latitude and 34oE to 35oE Longitudes. Altitudes range from 1000 meters to 1500 meter above the sea level. The district receives early rainfall. This is between 500mm-850mm per year. Rainfall usually starts in mid-November up to mid-May. Rainfall is monomial and rainy season is interrupted by two notable dry spells in mid-February and mid-March. Temperatures in the district range from about 15oC in July to 30C during October.

3.4 Socio-Economic Activities of Monduli Households
The pastoralist’s community is almost depending on subsistence agriculture and animal husbandry. Other activities including small business like pottery making, mixed kind of farming is being practices in this area. This includes crops cultivation on one hand and livestock keeping on another hand. Crops grown include maize, barley, wheat, millet, sorghum, bulrush, sweet potatoes, sunflower, and beans. Livestock kept includes both small and big stock such as cattle, goats, sheep, donkey, pigs and chicken. Livestock are usually kept for security dowry payment and in various social occasions such as wedding, burial ceremonies and sacrifices.

3.5 Study Population
This research aimed at investigating socio-economic status that inhibits children accessing secondary education in Monduli district. The population of this study was Monduli District community. The selection of Monduli as an area of study is due to the belief that. Pastoral communities in Monduli District face various socio-economic problems that affect their ability to supply various needs that enable their children to access secondary education. 

3.6 Sample and Sampling Techniques
3.6.1 Sample of Respondents
According to Kothari (2004) the small group that is observed is called a sample, and the larger group about which the generalization is made is called a population. Kothari ibid defines a sample design as a definite plan for obtaining a sample from a given population. It refers to the technique or the procedure the researcher would adopt in selecting items for the sample. In this study, the researcher used a sample of   fifty (50) respondents. This comprises students (N=30), teachers (N=5), DEO (N= 1) inspectorate division (N=2) and parents (N=12).
3.7 Sampling Techniques
This study was enriched by employing two sampling techniques namely probability and non-probability sampling methods. The researcher used simple random sampling to get various categories of students and teachers. Bruce (2001) contends that in simple random sampling, each element in the full population must has an equal and independent chance of inclusion in the eventual sample to be studied. In this case, students from different classes whose family background were determined by admission information from individual student (e.g. the number of children at home and their parents occupations), were given an equal chance by selecting them randomly. Moreover, the researcher employed purposive sampling to select respondents (i.e., DEO [N= 1], staff from the inspectorate division [N=2] and parents [N= 12]) whose ideas will be needed in order to get specific information on the problems they face when sending their children to secondary schools because, it is also believed that, the DEO as well as staff from inspectorate division are also parents in the study. The purposive sampling is also referred to as judgment sampling whereby the sample elements judged to be typical, or representative, are chosen from the population (Ary, 2010). The assumption is that errors of judgment in the selection will counterbalance one another. 









Source: Field data, 2015

3.8	Instruments of Data Collection
The study used three main instrument of data collection, namely documentary review, questionnaires and interview.
3.8.1	Documents Review
This instrument was used to acquire secondary information. The researcher reviewed various available documents and records with regards to the socio-economic status from schools where their children studied or are studying. Among the documents reviewed include various documents found at schools (about parent’s socio economic status) as well as at the office of District Educational Officer on the enrolment rates in secondary schools. The researcher also got information (reasons for not attending) on children’s academic performance and progression.
3.8.2	Questionnaires
Questionnaires were used to collect data from teachers (N=5) and students (N=30) on socio- economic factors that inhibit student’s access to education. The questionnaire is a method that can be used to collect data in larger number of respondents (Kothari, 2004). Therefore, since this study involved the larger number of students as well as parents. 

3.8.3 Interviews
For the sake of collecting additional information mainly those which cannot be collected using questionnaires, the interview was conducted. Only individual interview was conducted. Hence, in this study, District Education Officer, Inspectorate division as well as parents were interviewed. These  provided information on how students tend lack opportunities for schooling by being attending to school or dropping out from schools as a result of parent’s socio-economic good status or poorness.

3.9 Validity of the Research
According to the Neville (2007), validity means the extent to which the data accurately measures what they were intended to measure and it is also refers to the truthfulness of the measurement. The researcher submitted the instrument to two experts to check their validity. For construct validity, the researcher used a confirmatory factor analysis to see if the various single items contribute to the overall construct measurement.
3.10 Data Analysis Procedure
After the whole process of collecting information, the researcher analysed them so as to have meaning of what is intended in this research. Data collected through interviews and documentary review were analysed qualitatively based on the quality of information. Moreover the data collected through questionnaires were classified, categorized and summarized into meaningful groups transcribed into worksheets and tabulated. Collected data were also edited, coded so as to be able to enter into the computer software (SPSS) Programme. These were analysed using simple descriptive statistics (i.e. means, standard deviations, range, mode and median) using SPSS (SPSS version 23). 

3.11 Ethical Issues




4.0 DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
4.1 An introduction
Under this chapter, the findings about this study are analysed and discussed in detail based on the field data and available related literature. This study aimed to investigate the socio-economic factors that inhibit children access to secondary education. The writings (analyses and discussions) are guided by three research objectives, namely: 
i.	To explore the existing socio-economic activities in Monduli District.
ii.	       To examine the influence of the existing socio-economic factors on children access to education.
iii.	To establish management model that can promote children access to education   in pastoralist’s societies. 
Beforehand, in this chapter demographic information of research participants is presented (Table 4.1).
4.2	Demographic Information of Participants of the Study


















Table 4.1 Demographic Information of Participants of the Study




Looking at Table 4.1, majority of participants were male (N=3, 60 %) while female were only 25. In terms of their age, 5 (10%) out of 50participants were of age category of 35-45 while, only 2 (4%) fell within the age category of 45-55. And, only one 1 (2%) of the participants fell under the age of 55-65. Moreover, on the teaching experience of the participants, majority (N=12, 66%) of them had a teaching experience of between 10-15 years. Also, majority (N= 13, of the participants held university degree while, about 35 (63.4%) participants had secondary education.
4.3 The Existing Socio-Economic Activities in Monduli District
In this study, the first research objective aimed to investigate the existing Pastoralists’ socio-economic activities in Monduli district. The assumption was to see whether the activities would in one way or another predict accessibility of education to children or not. Thus, we first have to know the existing socio- economic activities before we examine their effects to children education. In achieving this objective DEO (N=1), inspectors (N=2) and parents (N=12) participated in interview sessions. Generally, the interviewees presented about three major activities namely: grazing, parents participating in small business and cultivating and selling crops, Table 4.2.
Table 4.2 The Socio-economic Activities in Monduli District
S/N	Socio-economic Activity	Respondents	Activity
1.	What are the social activities by most of parents in this district?	8 (53.3%)	Grazing
2.	What are the economic activities by most of parents in this District?	5 (33.3%)	Small business
3.	What are the common activities that bring about income to most of households in Monduli District?	3 (20%)	Cultivating and selling crops
	Total	15 (100%)	

Source: Field Data, 2015
Looking at Table 4.2, majority of respondents (8, 53.3%) presented grazing as the common activity in Monduli. Other activities were small business which was explained by 5 (33.3%) interviewees. It was also noted from interviews that most of parents in the district were cultivating and thus use most of their time in selling crops. This seemed the least activity in Monduli District as only it was presented by three (3) (20%) participants.The researcher moved on learning deeply about the most socio-economic activities in Monduli District. A school inspector commented that:
 The most economic activities in this district are grazing, small business, cultivating and selling crops. In this district these activities affect their children attendance in schools. This is due to the fact that children have been engaging in the activities and thus, forgetting about schooling.
Moreover, one parent responded that:
Among the activities that we do in this society are such as grazing cattle’s and other small business. Doing these small activities have been enabling us to satisfy our lives in general. However, the incomes that have been generated from these activities are not enough to sustain our lives and pay for the students’ school fees. 
On the side of students, one student had this to say:
.....We always assist our parents to do various activities in our families. We participate in grazing cattle, cultivating in farms and selling crops in local markets. We hope that one day we will get our needs and school fees for our schooling.
On the common activities that bring about income to most of households in Monduli District, most of the respondents talked about small businesses as the common activity. In the field we were able to take picture (e.g., a Picture 4.1). The picture shows examples of the business in the district.

Figure 4.1 The Selling of Traditional Maasae ‘Shukas’

Source: Field Data, 2015


As shown in the picture above, selling of traditional Maasai clothes is very common in pastoralist societies. This business enables the people of Monduli district to sustain their lives. Most of these activities were done by mothers and girls.
In general, questions under objective number 1 on exploring the existing socio-economic activities found in Monduli district that, the overall picture that comes out from the above data analysis is that there are basically three socio- economic activities namely: grazing, parents participating in small business and cultivating and selling crops. The findings concur with Nkoma, (1979) who substantiated that parents cannot sufficiently provide basic needs for their children, this leads students into engaging in economic activities such petty business and wages supplement their family income which results into poor attendance at school and finally dropping out of school.  The findings also were in line with  Kuleana (2002) who found out that most of  parents from small scale traders in Mwanza had their children dropping out  school and get involved in small activities like selling water ice cream, juice and bananas, and the authority enacted by-laws to make sure that, parents send their children to school. These findings were mainly seen to be the pastoralist activities based on location and the way people perceive life. However, the situation was e initially not easily related to whether positively or negatively to children access to education. Thus, the researcher moved on examining the influence of these activities on student’s access to education.
4.4 The Influence of the Existing Socio-Economic Factors on Children Access to Education
The second objective of this study aimed at investigating the influence of existing socio-economic factors on children access to education. The assumption was that socio- economic factors have an impact children access to education. In achieving this objective, teachers (N=5), students (N=30), DEO (N=1), inspectors (N=2) and parents (N=12) participated in filling in questionnaires and in interview sessions. 
Students (N= 35) were provided with a questionnaire of four items looking at the socio-economic activities that are found in Monduli District. The questionnaire involves five points Likert scales with options (1) Strongly disagree, (2) Disagree, (3) Partly agree (4) Agree and (5) Strongly agree. The items measured the pastoralist activities, household’s income and possibility of educating pastoralists. Findings are presented in Table 4.3. Students (N= 30) were provided with a questionnaire of four items looking at the socio-economic activities that are found in Monduli District. The questionnaire involves five points Likert scales with options (1) Strongly disagree, (2) Disagree, (3) Partly agree (4) Agree and (5) Strongly agree. The items measured on whether the pastoralist activities, culture and traditions, household’s income and education level of pastoralists prohibit children from access to education. Findings are presented in Table 4.3. 

Table 4.3: Distribution of the Existing Socio-Economic Activities in Monduli District
S/N	ITEM	RESPONSES	TOTAL
		Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Patrly Agree	Agree	Strongly Agree	
1.	The pastoralist activities prohibit children from access to education.	411.4%	411.4%	514.3%	1131.4%	1131.4%	35100%
2.	Culture and tradition influence pastoralist behaviour of de-valuing education.	720%	720%	720%	1131.4%	38.6%	35100%
3.	The household whose income is not from pastoralist activities possibility of children to access education is greater.	514.3%	514.3%	925.7%	1131.4%	514.3%	35100%
4.	The only solution to make all children access education is to educate pastoralists.	38.6%	38.6%	617.1%	1748.6%	617.1%	35100%
Source: Field Data, 2015

The data in Table 4.3 reveal that respondents (N= 11, 31.4%) strongly agreed that the pastoralist activities prohibit children from access to education; while, only 4 (11.4%) respondents disagreed with the statement that the pastoralist activities prohibit children from access to education. Moreover, 5 (14.2%) partially agreed with the statement. However, during interviews with DEO, parents and school inspectors, all interviewees showed their concerns that in most cases the nature of pastoralists ociety prohibit children from access to education. For example, the DEO commented:
As the matter of fact, the nature of these activities facilitate in the prohibition of their children to attend school. Children are forced to concentrate in grazing activities. Since they are very young, the situation makes them to experience difficult life. The situation however, is not conversant to student access to education….
The findings concur with the previous study by Hanes (2008 on factors affecting students’ academic performances and came up with the results that “the higher level of socio-economic status (SES) is the best indicator towards the quality of students achievement because across all socio-economic groups, parents, face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children.
Additionally, one of the school inspectors said that:
This situation is common to this society. In the process of inspecting various schools in this region, we have been finding out a lot of students who are out of schools simply because of the forces from their parents’ economic activities, customs and traditions that demands them to stop studying…
The above comments from DEO and inspectors were also supported by the comments from parents. A parent commented that:
Normally, our culture and tradition need our children to engage in traditional activities. This seems as the way of transmitting these values and customs from one generation to another. It is good that they should engage in education but due to things like traditional activities and ceremonies tend to interfere children’s education development. 

The results from both questionnaire and interview are in line with  Hanes (2008) who carried out research on factors affecting students’ academic performances in students. The scholar came up with the results that “the higher level of socio-economic status (SES) is the best indicator towards the quality of students’ academic achievement”. This is due to the fact that across all socio-economic groups, parents face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children. As far as the current study is concerned, pastoralist occupation does not sustain children’s needs including education. The findings further indicates that, about 14 respondents agree with the statement that, ‘culture and tradition influence pastoralist behaviour of de-valuing education’. . However during an interview with parents, DEO as well as school inspectors on this questions, parents seems to differ with the DEO as well as school inspector in terms of culture to devaluate education as one parent responded that:
.....It is not true to say that our culture devaluates education. The fact is that, there are people from the Maasai tribe who hold a higher position in the government…if you say that the culture devaluate education, it is not true.
The findings however were strongly disconfirmed by the DEO during interview who said that:
The behaviour of devaluing education is common in Monduli area as. most of parents even if they manage to send their children to school, they don’t make follow-ups on their children academic progress, results and general trend of a particular student at  school. Sometimes they even don’t send their children to schools. They rather prefer to direct their children to get married in early age or involving their children in grazing activities. 
Another school inspector quoted saying that:
In this community, if a parent succeeded to send his/her children to school, a particular parent is likely not to engage in following the progress of his/her child. This has been resulting into most of students been taken care of by various organizations.
The results from both questionnaire and interview concur with the study done by Child Trend Organisation (2013) on parental involvement in school. That there is a benefit of this involvement as a particular child behaves morally and the have shown out that, students with parents who are involved in their schooling tend to have fewer behavioural problems and have better academic performance, and are more likely to complete high schools than students whose parents are not involved in their schooling. The fact is that, when parents get involved in academic affairs are able to know the trends of their children hence be responsible in all matters relating to school. 
Moreover, the findings further show that, (5 14.3%) strongly disagreed and (5, 14.3%) disagreed with the statement that, households whose income is not from pastoralist activities, the possibility of children to access education is greater, while (11,31.4%) strongly agreed and (5, 14.3%) agreed with the statement that, households whose income is not from pastoralist activities, the possibility of children to access education is greater. However, (9, 25.7%)  partially agreed. However, during an interview with parents about this question, one parent quoted saying that:
It is true because depending on pastoralists’ activities makes parents not to afford educational expenses that is why most of children are assisted by other organisations like compassions….most of us (pastoralists) don’t agree to sell cows so as to educate children.
In addition to that, school inspector quoted saying that:
In addition to low level of understanding about importance of education, Maasai people live in a very poor condition that makes them to be perceived as very poor people who could not even send their children to school while they have animals that they could sell and get money. Therefore, it is true that the probability of sending children to school is poor because of the nature of this community.
The additional idea came from the DEO while trying to respond to this question, his responses show that:
Low income plus the larger number of children impede the family’s ability to satisfy their children’s needs including education. In this society, most parents fail to satisfy educational related costs to their children simply because of poverty. Poverty makes families fail to serve the family with the basic needs including education. 
The results from both questionnaire and interview concur with the study by Garzon (2005) who concluded that, social economic status plays an important role in the academic achievements of students. The students with high level of socioeconomic status perform better than the middle class students and the middle class students perform better than the students with low level of socioeconomic status. Parents who are well-off are likely to incur the costs of education for their children.
On the other hand, the total number of (38.6%) Strongly disagree and (3, 8.6%) disagreed with the statement that, the only solution to make all children access education is to educate pastoralists.  While the total number of (17, 48.6%) Strongly agreed and (6, 17.1%) agreed with the statement that, the only solution to make all children access education is to educate pastoralists. While (6, 17.1%) were neutral. This statement is supported by an interview conducted parents who responded that:
....we parents most of us did not attend any class, and by not attending a class we fail to know the importance of sending our children to school, and this does not mean that we don’t have money no, it is the matter of educating us only. By lacking education, most of us don’t know what is going on in those schools.
On the other hand, the response from the DEO’s interview shows that:
When we talk about parents we consider their level of education which has direct relationship with student’s performance. In this community most of parents have no education and  that is why they fail to know/to concentrate on their children’s education.
Through an interview with the school inspectors, one of the school inspector quoted saying that:
The Education of parents has direct relationship with that of children due to the fact that, when parents are educated, they will be able to make follow-ups of their children education.. 
The findings from both questionnaire and interview concur with the study done by Child Trend Organisation (2013) on parental involvement in school have and it shows that, students with parents who are involved in their schooling tend to have fewer behavioural problems and have better academic performance, and are more likely to complete high schools than students whose parents are not involved in their schooling. The fact is that, when parents get involved in academic affairs it allows them  to monitor schools and classroom activities, and to coordinate their efforts with teachers to encourage acceptable classroom behaviour and ensure that the children complete their schoolwork’s. 
Hunting and doing small business activities impairs student’s access to education especially secondary education. This has been revealed from the data gained through questionnaires, interviews and documentary reviews. Those socio- economic activities especially in Monduli have made children fail to get education due to the fact that, these activities are grounded in the culture of these society. The general results thus, suit the conceptual framework developed earlier that the socio-economic activities in Monduli district prohibit children to access secondary education. However, these findings show that parents’ low level of education has in one way or another influenced this problem. With these points of view, the current status needs parent to be educated on the importance of educating their children. 
Table 4.4:Socio-Economic Factor and Children Access to Education
Items	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Partially agree	Agree	Strongly agree	Total
The influence existing socio-economic factors on children access to education.	*	*	*	*	*	*
1. Level of education of parents influence children access to education.	25.7%	38.7%	38.6%	2468.6%	38.6%	35100%
2.Economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education.	925.7%	38.6%	25.7%	1131.4%	1028.6%	35100%
3. Poor family planning lead into poor children access to education.	38.6%	38.6%	38.6%	1440%	1234.3%	35100%
4. Depending on only one source of income make parents fail to send their children to school	925.7%	720%	38.6%	1234.3%	411.4	35100%
5. Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?	1748.6%	617.1%	617.1%	38.6%	38.6%	35100%
Source: Field Data, 2015 
Looking at the table above, if we take the number of respondents who strongly disagreed (N=2) plus those who disagreed we get the total number of 5 (14.4%) respondents who disagreed with the statement that, the level of education of parents influences children access to education. If we take the number of respondents who were agreed (N= 2468 ( 6%) plus the number of respondents who  disagreed (N= 3, 6.8%) we get the total number of  27 (77.2%) respondents who agreed with the statement that  the level of education of parents influence children access to education. The findings above relate with the interview from DEO, parents as well as school inspectors. As one parent said that:
As a parent, I have come to know that, probably my education level has in one way or another enabled me to make follow-ups on my children’s progress at school.because I know the meaning of education to my life. 
As added by response from one of the school inspector who said that:
If parents were educated so as to know the future of sending their children to school, probably these parents could know the importance of education to their children. Some of these parents ended up with standard seven and others did not attend any class, this is a reason for not concentrating on  education affairs. 
On top of that, DEO quoted saying that:
It is very important for parents to know the progress of their children. Most of researches show a greater relationship between parents’ level of education and children academic performance.
The findings from the above responses from questionnaire as well as responses from interview concur with the findings from Azhar et al. (2013) who concluded that, parents are the most immediate relation of a child. Their education status has an important influence on the personality of a child. Educated parents can better understand the educational needs and their children’s aptitudes. They can help their children in their early education which affects their proficiency in their relative area of knowledge. On top of that, Karshen (2005) says that students whose parents are educated score higher on standardized tests than whose parents are not educated. Educated parents can better communicate with their children regarding the schoolwork activities and the information taught at school.        
In addition to that (9, 25.7%) strongly disagreed and (3, 8.6%) disagreed with the statement that, economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education. While about 11 (31.60%) respondents agreed and 10 (28.6%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement that, economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education. The respondents (N= 11, 31.4%) were partially agreed with the statement that economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education. The findings above, relates the findings from an interview from parents, DEO, school and inspector as well. As the DEO said that:
When parents have ability to incur education related costs, a particular student is able to concentrate in studies, because textbooks will be there, uniforms will be there, health related costs will be covered which is contrary to the parent with no ability to incur those costs.
As added by one of the school inspector:
It is true to say that, parents economic status influences children performance but this is not applied to all parents, as most of parents are able to incur costs but few of them are reluctant. This is due to the fact that, they don’t know the value of education to their children. 
In reaction to this question, one parent responded that:
The main obstacle is money  that is why most of us (parents) are assisted by various NGO’s like Compassions. If money were present, there would be no need of asking another person to assist your child.
The findings from both questionnaire and interview concur with the study done by Garzon (2005) who suggested that, social economic status plays an important role in the academic achievements of students. The students with high level of socioeconomic status perform better than the middle class students and the middle class students perform better than the students with low level of socio-economic status. Parents who are well-off are likely to incur the costs of education for their children. On the other hand, the total number of 3, 8.6% respondents disagreed and (3, 8.6%) strongly disagreed with the statement that, poor family planning lead into poor children access to education. While about 14.40% of respondents agreed and 12 (34.3%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement that, poor family planning leads into poor children access to education, the 3 8.6%) respondents  partially agreed. Through an interview conducted to parents, DEO as well as school inspectors about this question, seem to have various contributions as one parent quoted saying that:
The idea of having the larger number of children at home is grounded on the cultural basis where we do not consider education of the children. We have larger number of children at home who are also from different mothers. For example, in our “Boma” we have twenty children who share the same father but different mothers. Therefore, it is very difficult to incur cost of education to these children.
In addition to that, the DEO added that:
Poor family planning results poor services to their children that is why most of children in this area if they are luck, they manage to complete standard seven only, after that, they go to the streets to sell goods and to graze cattle. 
One of the school inspectors also added that:
In this society, to have a larger number of children is the sign of wealth and prestige to others. But the problem comes when it comes to the issue of educating these children. 




Figure 4.2 A Maasae Man with Five Children
Source: The field study, 2015
The findings from questionnaire and interview above show that poor family planning leads into poor children access to education and these concur with the findings from Gribble and Graf (2010) on how the family planning improves the economic well-being of families and communities in Bangladesh. They came to conclude that, although it seems intuitive that helping women avoid unwanted pregnancies, this  would also improve their economic well-being. The research results from Bangladesh demonstrate that, contributing to better health, family planning is an essential component of sustainable development and poverty alleviation.
Moreover, the total number of 9 (8.6%) respondents disagreed and 7 (20%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement that, depending on only one source of income makes parent fail to send their children to school, while 12 (34.3%) respondents agreed and 4 (11.4%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement that, depending on only one source of income makes parents fail to send their children to school. The other respondents (N= 3, 8.6%)  partially agreed with argument. Another findings came  from an interview conducted to the parents, school inspector as well as DEO. As one parent said that:
 Sometimes it is true, I am employed and I have so many dependents at home that need my assistance. Therefore, it is very difficult to affording to send those children to school. 
On the other hand, one of the school inspectors quoted saying that:
It is quite true to say that, depend on only one source of income leads to lack of income to support other important activities such as paying for child education. This is one of the important activities as well as other personal issues like family health.
The findings from the questionnaires, as well as interviews concur with the findings from Garzon (2005) who suggested that social economic status plays an important role in the academic achievements of students. He insisted that the students with high level of socio-economic status perform better than the middle class students and the middle class students perform better than the students with low level of socio-economic status. Parents who are well-off are likely to incur the costs of education, the research done by Hanes (2008)  on factors affecting students’ academic performances  came up with the results that “the higher level of socioeconomic status (SES) is the best indicator towards the quality of students’ achievement” because across all socio-economic groups, parents face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children.
Moreover, the total number of respondents (N= 17, 48.6%) disagreed and about 6 (17.1%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement that, presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli is the only factor for children to have limited access to education. While about 6 (17.21%) respondents  partially agreed. on the other hand, about 3 (8.6%) respondents agreed and the same number (N= 3,8.6%) strongly agreed with the statement that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli is the only factor for children to fail to get access to education. Through an interview with parents, school inspectors as well as DEO revealed that that there is a connection on between the aspects. The DEO quoted saying that:
Failing to access education especially secondary education is almost in all over the country, as far as the pastoralist activities is concerned, and most of pastoralists do not consider education hence for them, education is something meaningless for them. 
As added by the school inspector, about this question:
If somebody fails to fulfil the needs of their children and family in general, this means that, a particular person has no ability (money) to fulfil those needs. Therefore, various socio-economic activities in Monduli that are performed by the Maasai people do not satisfying basic needs of their children including education.
Another addition was from the parents whose ideas have been combined together because of their similarity:
Parents have no ability to satisfy their needs first and that is why we are struggling to do various activities so as to get food, shelter and clothes.  Cattles are for fathers and fathers’ money is for their own activities and wellbeing. In most cases the money is not for the family activities. Therefore, this tribe is having a problem in possession of money that could be used to send our children to school.
The findings from both questionnaire and interview concur with that the study done by Reche (1982) who also found out that children from parents who are employed  are free from the risk of dropping out of schools because they have ability to give their children all school requirements. 
In general, questions under objective number 2 on the influence of existing socio-economic factors on children access to education, the overall picture that comes out from the above data analysis is that teachers, parents, DEO as well as school inspectors strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the existing socio-economic factors impair children access to education. This has been revealed from the data gained through questionnaires, interviews and documentary reviews. The existing socio-economic factors such as grazing, cultivating small plots and small business in Monduli area have been one among the factors that makes children fail to get education. The general results thus, suit the conceptual framework developed earlier that the socio-economic factors in Monduli district prohibit children to access secondary education.  With these points of view, more assistance is highly needed for these parents to change their ways of life and culture in general so as to cope with what is going on in this modern societies, investment in children education
4.5 The Management Model for Student Access to Education in Pastoralist Societies
The third objective of this study aimed at proposing the solution for the children access to education in pastoralist’s societies. The assumption was that, if these solutions are in place and put into practice, there could be access to education for most of children. In achieving this objective teachers (N= 5), students (N= 30), DEO (N= 1), inspectors (N= 2 and parents (N= 12) participated in filling in questionnaires and in interview sessions.







Table 4.5:Distribution of Respondents on the Management model for Students Access to Education
ITEMS	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Partly Agree	Agree	Strongly Agree	Total
The management model for student access to education in pastoralist societies.	*	*	*	*	*	*
1. The appropriate way of ensuring that children access to education is to remove school fees.	1440%	617.1%	617.1%	822.9%	12.9%	35100%
2.Enabling parents with capital to do business would enable them to send their children to school	822.9%	412.4%	38.6%	1440%	617.1%	35100%
3. Enacting law against parents who don’t send their children to school would enable children to access education	38.6%	514.3%	38.6%	1234.3%	1234.3%	35100%
4. Provision of education awareness to children, may be one of the solution to attend school.	720%	411.4%	514.3%	1028.6%	925.7%	35100%
5. So as to influence participation there must be the role of Ngo’s and other educational stakeholders.	925.7%	38.6%	25.7%	1028.6%	1131.4%	35100%

Source: Field, 2015 
Looking at the table above, majority of respondents (N= 14, 40%) disagreed and 61 (7.1%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement that, the appropriate way of ensuring that children access to education is by removing school fees. While 9 (25.8%) agreed with the statement that, the appropriate way of ensuring that children access to education is to remove school fees. On the other hand, 6, (17.1%) respondents partially agreed. 
However, during interviews with DEO, parents and school inspectors all seemed to agree with this statement. For example, the DEO commented:
Although school fees have been minimized by a half where by the current fee is 20000, this amount is still huge as  some of the families cannot afford to pay . Therefore, probably the removal of school fee could be a solution for them to access secondary education.

In addition to that, one parent replied that:
The government has lowered school fees from 40000Tshs to 2000Tshs with the aim that , participation will increase, but the fact is that, in those schools, contributions are in larger amount than the actual school fees, therefore, parents with many children, fail to afford that, and this calls for the government to make sure that, it removes all issues concerning payments.
The school inspectors also added that:
Most of parents have been asking for the assistance from various NGO’s so as to sponsor their children, if there could be a removal of this school fee, probably access could increase.
The findings from the questionnaire and interview above concur with the findings from Orodho (2013) in Kenya who found out that Kenyan Government introduced Free Primary  Education (FPE) and with it, an extra 1.3 million children enrolled in public schools, raising the figure from 5.9 million children in 2002 to 7.2 million in 2003 and 8.6 million in 2010. Despite this increase, statistics available at the Ministry of Education indicate that more than one million children are still out of school in Kenya. On the other hand, 8 (22.8%) respondents disagreed and 4(12.4%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement that, enabling parents with capital to do business would enable them to send their children to school, while 14 (40%) respondents agreed and 6 (17.1%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement that, enabling parents with capital to do business would enable them to send their children to school. On the other hand, only 3 (8.6%) respondents  partially agreed. These responses are supported by interview conducted to parents, school inspectors as well as DEO as one of the parent responded that:
The problem is capital  to establish small business, although there is financial institutions like BRAC, FINCA and WEDAC that provides loans, these institutions have larger interests which make us fail to afford.
On the other hand, one of the school inspectors responded that: 
.....there is no need of enabling them so that they can be able to send their children to school…who will enable them?...parents should enable themselves if they think that, they need to educate their children…the problem is that, people are lazy, they don’t want to engage in various economic activities and making good family planning.
In contrast to that statement above, the idea from the DEO, emphasized that:
Enabling them would somehow a solution and sometimes can make these parents not to depend on assistance from various donors like compassions as they can be able to pay for the school fees, and incurs various costs related to education.
The findings from the questionnaire and interview above, concur with that of Rumberger, (2005)  who explains that “USA National Record Card in 2005 shows that families ‘occupation, and society activities, contribute to secondary school students dropping out. In the USA 32 % of dropouts come from lower income families. The lower income is attributed to parental occupations in the society. 
An addition to that, the total number of respondents 3 (8.6%) respondents disagreed and 5 (14.3%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement that, enacting law against parents who don’t send their children to school would enable children to access education while 12(34.3%) respondents agreed and  about 12 (34.3%) of respondents strongly agreed respectively with the statement that, enacting law against parents who don’t send their children to school would enable children to access education. The responses from the above questionnaire are supported by interview from DEO, school inspector and parents, as one parent responded that:
There is no need of enacting law; special education should be provided to the parents about the importance of sending children to school and also to give us capital so that we can depend on our self. If a parent has received education and capital but still her child does not go to school, therefore enacted law should be upon her.
On the other hand, the DEO responded that:
During establishment of ward secondary schools, the government enacted by-laws so as to force those parents to send their children to school, fortunate enough most of parents obeyed this law, and therefore, even today there is a need for the government to re-enforce that law.
One of the school inspectors added that:
It does not mean that parents have no any money to incur cost of their children, but the fact is that, if there could be a law that forces them to send their children, a lot of children could be at school. The problem is at school where these children are dropping out.
The findings from the above questionnaire and interview, concur with the findings from Kuleana (2002) who found out that most of the parents from small scale traders in Mwanza have their children dropping out of school and get involved in small activities like selling water ice cream, juice and bananas, the authority enacted law to make sure that, parents send their children to school. On the other hand, about 11 (31.4%) respondents disagreed with the statement that, provision of education awareness to children, may be one of the solutions to attend school while about 19 (54.3%) respondents agreed with the statement that, provision of education awareness to children, may be one of the solution to attend school. The findings from the questionnaire, are supported by the findings from interview conducted to parents, DEO and school inspectors. As the DEO responded that:
Exposing students to issues relating to education is very crucial since when they are in primary education, this can be one of the solutions to make them love school.
As added by one of the parent that:
Sometimes parents have ability to send their children to school, but another issue is truancy of students. The persistence of truancy is due to the fact that, these students lack exposure on the importance of education.
The DEO also added that:
It is all about counselling from parents as well as from teachers on the importance of education to students as most of them don’t know why they are studying.
The findings from the above questionnaire and interview, relate with the findings from Nkoma (1979) who maintained that persistence of truancy and school dropout in any given area depends upon the degree to which that area had been developed and people’s general level of education including students themselves as well as parents. On the other hand, 12 (34.3%) respondents disagreed with the statement that, in order to influence participation there must be the role of NGOs and other educational stakeholders, while majority of respondents (22,60%) agreed with the statement that, so as to influence participation there must be the role of NGOs and other educational stakeholders. The findings from the questionnaire relate with the findings from the previous study by REPOA, (2007), who contend that  the GOT is now more inclined to see NGOs as partners in poverty reduction, and to recognise the value of public input. 

The findings from interviews conducted to the DEO, parents and school inspectors were in line with findings from the questionnaires.  The school inspector contended that:
In Monduli, there are some NGOs such as Compassions, WEDAC and KIDO that support education. These NGOs have been helping society since then so as to make sure that education is acquired to students. Therefore, if this problem which is related to  socio-economic activities persists, the NGOs should make sure that they continue providing education to parents as well as material support like fees to students.
The school inspector added that:
NGOs should also perform a role of educating parents on the importance of sending their children to school. Because, there can be assistance from NGOs but parents are not ready to emphasis their children to attend classes.
One of the parents responded that:
Awareness of education to this community has been assisted by various NGOs such as Compassions, WEDAC and KIDO that promise to help this community so as to eradicate bad-sociocultural practices through education. It was for this reason that, most of people have been educated. Therefore, more NGO’s are needed so as to increase education awareness to our children.

The findings from questionnaire and interview above concur with the study carried out by REPOA, (2007), on Tanzanian Non-Governmental Organisations. They examined their perceptions on their relationships with the government of Tanzania and donors, and their role in poverty reduction and development. The results have indicated that the GOT is now more inclined to see NGOs as partners in poverty reduction, and to recognise the value of public input. A further positive note is that more NGOs are needed so as to provide assistances like education to various rural areas.




5.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENTATIONS
5.1 An introduction
This chapter presents the summary of the study and research findings based on the three objectives used in this study. The chapter also presents a conclusion based on the findings obtained from this study. Several recommendations are also presented in this chapter.

5.2 Summary
5.2.1 Summary of the Study
This study investigated the influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district. Three specific objectives guided this study as these objectives were: to explore the existing socio-economic activities in Monduli District, to examine the influence of the existing socio-economic factors on children access to education, as well as to establish management model that can promote children access to education in pastoralist’s societies. To attain these objectives, mixed methods research design was employed whereby qualitative and quantitative research approaches were the major means of data collection and analyses. Important data for this study was collected through documentary review, questionnaires and interviews. The sample of this study comprised  50 respondents. Purposive and simple random sampling techniques were used to derive the sample. The sample involved: thirty students, fourteen parents, five teachers, and only one District Educational Officer. The summary of the findings are presented hereunder:
5.2.2 Summary of the Research Findings

The findings have revealed different issues related to the influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district. The findings are: 
	Concerning the existing socio-economic activities in Monduli District, the findings revealed that the socio- economic activities that found in Monduli area (pastoralist activities)  based on making a particular child for to live according to how other people in their society live, and thus, the activities impair students access to education especially secondary education. This has been revealed from the data gathered through questionnaires, interviews and documentary reviews. That socio- economic activities especially in Monduli area have been one among the factors that make children fail to get education due to the fact that, these activities are grounded in the culture of the Maasai. Moreover, few respondents disagreed and others  partially agreed with the statement that the house hold whose income is not from pastoralist activities the possibility of children to access education is greater.
	Regarding the influence of existing socio-economic factors on children access to education, findings show that the data from questionnaire as well as from interview have supported the statement. It was proposed that various socio-economic activities have been in one way or another (e.g., by making these children to be the source of labour) influencing this problem of lacking access to secondary education. With these points of view, more assistance is highly needed for these parents to change their ways of life so as to cope with what is going on in this modern society. The government should insist family planning to the house holds because it was observed that, parents fail to incur the cost of education because of larger number of children at home. 
	On whether there can be a model that ensures children access to education in pastoralist’s societies, the findings shows that, there should be a solution on this problem. For instance, parents should be enabled with capital, students should be educated on the importance of education, there should be a removal of school fees, enacting law and more NGO’s are needed so as to rescue the situation of poor children access to education in pastoralist’s societies. NGO’s in Monduli have been a catalyst for education due to their assistances to the community. The general results thus, suit the conceptual framework developed earlier that the socio-economic activities in Monduli district prohibit children to access secondary education.  
	These findings propose that there is a need of more NGO to continue supporting education in Monduli district. With these points of view, more assistance is highly needed for these parents to change their way of life so as to cope with what is going on in this modern society.
5.3 Conclusion
Based on the above findings, it can be concluded that, pastoralists’ culture, traditions and socio- economic activities prohibit children access to school. Also, the findings indicated that, pastoralists’ culture and traditions prohibit children access to education. It has been revealed that in Maasai culture whereby most of parents do not prefer to send their children to get education especially secondary education, there is a tendency where by parents tend to force their children to attend school the belief  that, to continue with studies could make a particular parent to lose someone who can take care of their cattle and on top of that it does not mean that, being a pastoralist it becomes one of the factors for not sending children to school, and this depends upon personal characteristics. The findings from this study show that, majority of respondents agreed with the statement that, the only solution to children access to education is education to parents. Through an interview with one of the parents explained that, education pertaining the importance of educating children could be the only solution, as acknowledged by one of parent that most of them did not attend any class, by not attending a class they fail to know the importance of sending their children to school, and this does not mean that they don’t have money no, and it is the matter of educating them only. Also, as far as this study is concerned, most of respondents from this study agreed with the statement that, the appropriate way of ensuring children access to education is to remove school fees. Although the interview with the DEO says that, the government has lowered school fees from 40000Tshs to 2000Tshs aimed that, participation will increase, but the fact is that, in those schools, contributions are in larger amount than the actual school fees, therefore, parents with many children, fail to afford paying such fees. 

5.4 Recommendations
5.4.1 Recommendations for Action

This study investigated the influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district. Based on objectives of this study, the followings are the recommendations:
5.4.1.1 Existing Socio-economic Activities in Monduli
During this study it was observed that, poor access to secondary education was due to the nature of activities that the community do. For instance, they normally use their children as a labour to various activities, forced and early marriage seemed to be important than education these activities seemed to impair students access to education especially secondary education. This has been revealed from the data gained through questionnaires, interviews and documentary reviews. Therefore, it was recommended that, the community should change their way of life so as to accommodate with the current situation that needs educated society. Moreover, culture and traditions that discourage education should be abandoned. On the other side, the government should make sure that it continues helping this society by giving more opportunity for them to excel.
5.4.1.2 The Influence of existing Socio-economic Factors on Children Access to Education
During this study, it was observed that, the existing socio-economic factors force children to engage in activities that force them to devalue education. Grazing and doing small business and other activities have been forcing children to stop thinking about education. Therefore, it was recommended that, children should be educated on the importance of education for their future life. Parents should also be educated on the importance of educating their children for their future life.
5.4.1.3 Management Model for the Existence of Socio-economic Factors
During this study, it was also observed that, there is a need to propose various solutions so as to rescue the situation of students in access to secondary education. For example, most of respondents from this study agreed that, there should be the removal of school fees on secondary schools. It was also recommended that parents should be enabled with capital to be able to employ themselves in various sectors of economy. Moreover, students should be educated on the importance of education.  More NGOs are needed so as to rescue the situation of students failing to access secondary education as NGOs’ in Monduli have been catalysts for education due to their assistances to the community. The government should make sure that, it enacts laws against those parents who fail to send their children to school because of lacking of school fees and other contributions especially in this society. The Non-governmental Organisations regardless of supplying financial aids to these societies should also supply education on the importance of education. Thus, education should be provided to parents on the importance of education for their children, as it was said above, the problem is not about money, but awareness of education value.  On top of that, the community should change their attitudes towards investing in their children’s education.
5.4.2 Recommendations for Further Studies

Based on the findings from this study, it has been made clear that, in Monduli area most of families are unable to send their children to secondary schools for various reasons including unable to pay school fees. However, they have been assisted by various Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s). Therefore, there is a need to conduct further studies:
	To examine the contribution of NGOs on students retention in secondary schools in pastoralists societies. 
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          My name is Lamon Mtweve, a postgraduate student of Masters of Educational Administration, Planning and Policy studies (APPS) of Open University of Tanzania. I am doing a research regarding an assessment on the influence of socio-economic factors on access to secondary education in Monduli district.  The information you provide will assist greatly in establishing strategies that would improve children access to education I will appreciate your honest opinion by your completion of this questionnaire. 
A: Personal information
On the following questions, kindly put a tick on your choice.
1.	Marital status 
(a)	Married       (    )
(b)	Divorced     (    )
(c)	Single          (    )
2.	Level of education
(a)	Primary education          (    )
(b)	Secondary Education     (    )
(c)	College/University        (    )
3.	Number of children at home
(a)	No child           	       (    )
(b)	One child                     (   )
(c)	More than one child    (    )

4.	Number of children at school
(a)	None               (    )
(b)	One Child       (    )
(c)	More than one child     (    )

5.	In the following table, please circle the number that suits your answer. 
ITEM                                                                                    SCALE
	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Partly Agree	Agree	Strongly Agree
The influence existing socio-economic factors on children access to education.	*	*	*	*	*
The pastoralist activities prohibit children from access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
2. culture and tradition influence pastoralist behaviour of de-valuing education 	1	2	3	4	5
3. The house hold whose income is not from pastoralist activities possibility of children to access education is greater.	1	2	3	4	5
4. The only solution to make all children access education is to educate pastoralists.	1	2	3	4	5
					
	*	*	*	*	*
1. Level of education of parents influence children access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
2. Economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
3. Poor family planning lead into poor children access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
4. Depending on only one source of income make parents fail to send their children to school	1	2	3	4	5
5. Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?	1	2	3	4	5
The management model for student access to education in pastoralist societies.	*	*	*	*	*
1. The appropriate way of ensuring that children access to education is to remove school fees.	1	2	3	4	5
2.Enabling parents with capital to do business would enable them to send their children to school	1	2	3	4	5
3. Enacting law against parents who don’t send their children to school would enable children to access education	1	2	3	4	5
4. Provision of education awareness to children, may be one of the solution to attend school.	1	2	3	4	5




























          My name is Lamon Mtweve, a postgraduate student of Masters of Educational Administration, Planning and Policy studies (APPS) of Open University of Tanzania. I am doing a research regarding an assessment on the influence of socio-economic factors on access to secondary education in Monduli district.  The information you provide will assist greatly in establishing strategies that would improve children access to education. I will appreciate your honest opinion by your completion of this questionnaire. 
A: Personal information
On the following questions, kindly put a tick on your choice.
1.	Your class
(a)	From one (	    )
(b)	Form two (    )
(c)	Form three (    )
(d)	Form four (    )

2.	Marital status of your parent/guardian
a.	Married      (    )
b.	Divorced    (    )
c.	Single         (    )

3.	Level of education of your parent/guardian
a.	Primary education   (     )
b.	Secondary Education   (     )
c.	College/University    (    )
4.	Number of children at home
a.	No child   (    )
b.	One child    (    )
c.	More than one child  (    )
5.	Number of children at school
a.	None  (    )
b.	One Child   (    )
c.	More than one child    (    )
6.	Your parent/guardian’s occupation
a.	Pastoralist      (     )
b.	Employed      (      )
c.	Farmer            (      )
d.	Other               (       )
ITEM                                                                                    SCALE
	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Partly Agree	Agree	Strongly Agree
The influence existing socio-economic factors on children access to education.	*	*	*	*	*
The pastoralist activities prohibit children from access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
2. culture and tradition influence pastoralist behaviour of de-valuing education 	1	2	3	4	5
3. The house hold whose income is not from pastoralist activities possibility of children to access education is greater.	1	2	3	4	5
4. The only solution to make all children access education is to educate pastoralists.	1	2	3	4	5
					
	*	*	*	*	*
1. Level of education of parents influence children access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
2. Economic status of parents/guardian influence their children’s access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
3. Poor family planning lead into poor children access to education.	1	2	3	4	5
4.Depending on only one source of income make parents fail to send their children to school	1	2	3	4	5
5. Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?	1	2	3	4	5
The management model for student access to education in pastoralist societies.	*	*	*	*	*
1. The appropriate way of ensuring that children access to education is to remove school fees.	1	2	3	4	5
2.Enabling parents with capital to do business would enable them to send their children to school	1	2	3	4	5
3. Enacting law against parents who don’t send their children to school would enable children to access education	1	2	3	4	5
4. Provision of education awareness to children, may be one of the solution to attend school.	1	2	3	4	5
5. so as to influence participation there must be the role of Ngo’s and other educational stakeholders	1	2	3	4	5





An interview guide for DEO
 Dear Sir/Madam
 My name is Lamon Mtweve, a postgraduate student of Masters of Educational Administration, Planning and Policy studies (APPS) of Open University of Tanzania. I am doing a research regarding an assessment on the influence of socio-economic factors on access to secondary education in Monduli district. The information you provide will assist greatly in establishing strategies that would improve children access to education. I will appreciate your honest opinion by participating to this interview. 
A: Personal information
1.	Marital status of your parent/guardian
a.	Married      (    )
b.	Divorced    (    )
c.	Single         (    )

2.	Your level of education 
a.	Primary education   (     )
b.	Secondary Education   (     )
c.	College/University    (    )

3.	Number of children at home
a.	No child   (    )
b.	One child    (    )
c.	More than one child  (    )
4.	Number of children at school
a.	None  (    )
b.	One Child   (    )
c.	More than one child    (    )
A.	The socio-economic activities found in Monduli District
1.	What are the social activities by most of parents in this district?
2.	What are the economic activities by most of parents in this District?
3.	What are the common activities that bring about income to most of households in Monduli District?

B. The influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district. 
1. Do you agree with the, in Monduli district, the pastoralist activities in Monduli is the leading activity that prohibit children access to education?
2. Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?
3. From your view, how do you comment on the presence of various socio-economic activities on children access to education?
4. How can you comment on the statement that, most of parents in Monduli district fail to send their children to school due to low income?
5. What is the relationships that exist between socio-economic activities and students access to education in Monduli District?
C. The management model that can promote students’ access to education in pastoralist societies
1.	What do you think could good strategies to ensure children access to secondary education in Monduli District? Kindly explain. 
2.	What can be done to ensure that parents are responsible for the schooling of their children? Kindly explain.
3.	So as to influence participation there must be the role of Ngo’s and other educational stakeholders. Kindly explain how much do you agree with this statement.
4.	There must be various strategies to be used so as to ensure that all students have access to education. Kindly suggest the appropriate strategies.
































An interview guide for the School Inspectors

 Dear Sir/Madam




d.	Married      (    )
e.	Divorced    (    )
f.	Single         (    )

6.	Your level of education 
d.	Primary education   (     )
e.	Secondary Education   (     )
f.	College/University    (    )

7.	Number of children at home
d.	No child   (    )
e.	One child    (    )
f.	More than one child  (    )
8.	Number of children at school
d.	None  (    )
e.	One Child   (    )
f.	More than one child    (    )
B.	The socio-economic activities found in Monduli District
4.	What are the social activities by most of parents in this district?
5.	What are the economic activities by most of parents in this District?
6.	What are the common activities that bring about income to most of households in Monduli District?

B. The influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district. 
1. Do you agree with the, in Monduli district, the pastoralist activities in Monduli is the leading activity that prohibit children access to education?
2. Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?
3. From your view, how do you comment on the presence of various socio-economic activities on children access to education?
4. How can you comment on the statement that, most of parents in Monduli district fail to send their children to school due to low income?
5. What is the relationship that exist between socio-economic activities and students access to education in Monduli District?
C. The management model that can promote students’ access to education in pastoralist societies
5.	What do you think could good strategies to ensure children access to secondary education in Monduli District? Kindly explain. 
6.	What can be done to ensure that parents are responsible for the schooling of their children? Kindly explain.
7.	So as to influence participation there must be the role of Ngo’s and other educational stakeholders. Kindly explain how much do you agree with this statement.
8.	There must be various strategies to be used so as to ensure that all students have access to education. Kindly suggest the appropriate strategies.































An interview guide for the Parents

 Dear Parents,
My name is Lamon Mtweve, a Masters student of Educational Administration, Planning and Policy studies (APPS) at the Open University of Tanzania. I am doing a research regarding the influence of socio-economic factors on students’ access to secondary education in Monduli district. The information you provide will assist greatly in establishing strategies that would improve children access to education. I will appreciate your honest opinion by responding to this interview. 
A: Personal information
1.	Marital status 
a.	Married      (    )
b.	Divorced    (    )
c.	Single         (    )

2.	Your level of education 
a.	Primary education   (     )
b.	Secondary Education   (     )
c.	College/University    (    )

3.	Number of children at home
g.	No child   (    )
h.	One child    (    )
i.	More than one child  (    )
4.	Number of children at school
g.	None  (    )
h.	One Child   (    )




B. The socio-economic activities found in Monduli District
7.	What are the social activities by most of parents in this district?
8.	What are the economic activities by most of parents in this District?
9.	What are the common activities that bring about income to most of households in Monduli District?
C. The influence of socio-economic factors on children access to secondary education in Monduli district
1. 	Do you agree with the, in Monduli district, the pastoralist activities in Monduli is the leading activity that prohibit children access to education?
2. 	Do you think that the presence of various socio-economic activities in Monduli the only factor for children fail to access education?
3. 	From your view, how do you comment on the presence of various socio-economic activities on children access to education?
4. 	How can you comment on the statement that, most of parents in Monduli district fail to send their children to school due to low income?
5. 	What is the relationship that exist between socio-economic activities and students access to education in Monduli District?
D. The management model that can promote students’ access to education in pastoralist societies
5.	What do you think could be a good strategies to ensure children access to secondary education in Monduli District? Kindly explain. 
6.	What can be done to ensure that parents are responsible for the schooling of their children? Kindly explain.
7.	What do you think will be a good suggestion to the government and educational stakeholders so as to ensure students access to education? Kindly suggest.
8.	There must be various strategies to be used so as to ensure that all students have access to education. Kindly suggest the appropriate strategies.
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